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MURAQQA’
Returning to the City, digital collage 
by Dhiru A. Thadani, 2009

The Persian word muraqqa’ translates 
as “patched,” as in a collection of re-
cycled fabric that was sown together 
to make a cloak, worn by a Sufi sage to 
signify poverty. The word came to be 
applied to an “album” produced to re-
cord the life of Mogul emperors. These 
royal albums were in fact a patch-
work of paper construction, which in-
cluded paintings, calligraphy, pieces 
of script, and nonfigural decoration.

Most of the ideas within the book 
have been spawned by empirical ob-
servation, lectures I have attended, 
and conversations I have had over 
the past thirty-five years. I have and 
continue to imbue myself in matters 
concerning cities, urban form, and 
historical precedents. 

The sketchbooks I customarily carried 
have served as a journal, and have 
been a guide and reference for what 
is contained in the following pages. 
Experiences and observations usu-
ally led to taking notes and recording 
images though sketches, which on re-
flection spawned ideas, which in turn 
produced diagrams and drawings.  

The reader should consider this publi-
cation a muraqqa’, as it is an appropri-
ate term for this patchwork collection 
of words and terms that document my 
love affair with urbanism.
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were important milestones in my education. Many others gener-
ously and patiently took the time to educate me and help me gain 
focus in my thoughts on architecture and urbanism, and for that I 
am eternally grateful.

The list of people to thank is endless; however, without the en-
couragement, editing skills, critiques, and hours of help from Pe-
ter Hetzel, my professional practice and teaching partner from 
1980 to 2001, this book would not have been realized. 
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who has always made it possible for me to immerse myself in my 
work and who would chide me, on occasion, to balance practi-
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I am thankful to Léon Krier, who has been an inspiration, mentor, 
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world. He has been responsible for shaping my understanding of 
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to the discourse on how towns and cities can and should be built. 
His generosity in sharing ideas and encouraging others to research 
and analyze the built environment is unparalleled. He and his 
partner Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk have been an inspiration to me 
and many others, and I am thankful for their friendship.

I am appreciative of my fellow Congress for the New Urbanism 
(CNU) board member, Stephanie Bothwell, who has been a sup-
portive friend. 
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ous drawings that are included in this volume. 
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drawings, and publish.
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donated their work to this publication, including the brilliant aerial 
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